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The board game that teaches with fun™

Learning to overcome obstacles is an important skill. 
Help your children develop the determination they will 
need in order to overcome the stumbling blocks life 
puts in their way.

Available at 
OnTargetLearningGames.com
or at all your favorite stores.

ON-TARGET LEARNING GAMES

The Obstacle Course 
It helps your kids advance in life.
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Use “The Marble Champ” (pp. 4–8) to answer questions 1–14.

5 Which of these is the best plot summary of the
story?

A A straight-A student feels embarrassed
because she is exceptionally
uncoordinated and terrible at sports. She
is a slow runner, cannot catch a ball,
scores a goal for the opposing team, and
still uses training wheels on her bike at
age 11. Because she has such low self-
esteem in the area of sports, she decides
to find a sport at which she can excel.

B A girl attempts to prove herself by
entering the marble championship that
her brother had entered the year before.
She wins matches against a fifth grader
and a girl in a baseball cap and then wins
the girls’ division. Next she defeats the
winner of the boys’ division and goes home
with two trophies.

C A girl’s father is pleasantly surprised to
learn that his daughter is training for a
marble championship even though she
has never been very good at sports. He
sets up lights in the backyard so she can
practice with her brother at night.
Although the girl’s father had planned to
play racquetball on the day of the
tournament, he decides to attend the
tournament and support his daughter.

D A girl who has won many awards for her
academic achievements is frustrated by
her lack of athletic ability. She becomes
determined to be a champion marble
player and trains tirelessly for a
playground tournament two weeks away.
Through her newly acquired skills and
good sportsmanship, she draws a crowd as
she defeats the competition and wins the
championship.

4 In paragraph 46, the word glumly means —

F sadly

G mysteriously

H quickly

J excitedly

3 What is Lupe’s biggest problem in the final
match of the girls’ division?

A Her opponent is a poor sport.

B She does not have enough thumb
strength.

C The wind blows dust into her eyes.

D Too many people have gathered to watch.

2 Paragraphs 3 and 4 are mainly about —

F Lupe’s lack of success at sports

G the love Lupe has for physical activities

H Lupe’s ability to ride a bike

J the difficulty Lupe has when 
roller-skating

1 Read the following dictionary entry.

fume \ fyu�m\ v 1. to perfume with incense 
2. to emit as vapor 3. to preserve by smoking
4. to exhibit anger or irritation

Which definition best matches the use of the
word fumed in paragraph 5?

A Definition 1

B Definition 2

C Definition 3

D Definition 4
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11 How can the reader tell that Lupe feels a little
insecure about her decision to compete in the
marble championship?

A She listens to her brother’s tips on how to
shoot marbles.

B She can do only 10 fingertip push-ups on
her first day of training.

C She squeezes a rubber eraser to
strengthen the muscle in her thumb.

D She does not tell her parents about her
plans until her mother notices her thumb.

10 Lupe’s opponent in the final round of the girls’
competition seems serious because —

F she never looks at Lupe

G she is wearing a baseball cap

H she breaks the marbles first

J she stamps her foot when losing

9 In paragraph 32, Mr. Medrano’s promise to
come to the marble championship shows that
he —

A primarily wishes to please his wife 

B loves watching marble competitions

C takes Lupe’s goal seriously

D is sure Lupe has a good chance of winning

8 Lupe’s match against Alfonso in paragraph 14
is significant because it —

F persuades Lupe to compete only against
girls in the tournament

G causes Alfonso to turn against Lupe out of
jealousy

H undermines Lupe’s growing self-
confidence

J shows that Lupe has a real chance of
winning the championship

7 Lupe’s internal conflict stems from her —

A disappointment that her parents do not
notice her achievements

B envy of her brother for being a better
athlete

C fear that she will never be good at sports

D desire to prove that a girl can defeat a boy
in marbles

6 Why is the setting in paragraphs 5 through 8
important to the story?

F The handmade shelf in Lupe’s room
reminds her of her father’s love.

G The time alone in her room allows Lupe to
come up with a solution to her problem.

H The rainy weather increases Lupe’s
feelings of desperation.

J The security of her home offers Lupe
comfort from the teasing of others.
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14 The author structures this story by —

F telling it from the point of view of an adult
recalling her childhood

G beginning in the middle of the action and
flashing back to what sparked the conflict

H stating the main character’s problem and
then showing how she solves it

J telling the story from the point of view of
the main character’s father

13 In paragraph 14, the author uses repetition 
to —

A provide a transition between scenes

B praise Lupe’s natural athletic abilities

C create a poetic rhythm with words

D emphasize Lupe’s dedication to her goal

12 Which line best illustrates that the crowd was
excited by Lupe’s match with the girl in the
baseball cap?

F Onlookers had gathered too tightly around
the players.

G The score was three to two in favor of Miss
Baseball Cap.

H Her opponent earned two more before
missing.

J It was now six to six, with only three
marbles left.
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Use “Fast-Forward” (pp. 9–11) to answer questions 15–27.

17 Which words from paragraph 39 best help the
reader understand the meaning of the word
transcribe?

A develops his ideas

B a great kid

C write it down

D grammar and spelling

16 Addis’s adoptive parents met when —

F they both worked at the International
School in Ethiopia

G his father was the vice principal of
Hamtramck High School

H they attended Grand Rapids Community
College

J Addis, Miti, and Eyob were living in the
United States

15 Read the following dictionary entry.

tough \ təf\ adj 1. able to withstand great
strain without tearing or breaking 2. very
difficult 3. inclined to violent or disruptive
behavior 4. used to express a lack of sympathy

Which definition best matches the use of the
word tough in paragraph 17?

A Definition 1

B Definition 2

C Definition 3

D Definition 4

20 Which line from the selection best indicates
that Addis is an exceptional athlete?

F “A coach is lucky to have a kid like Addis
come around once in a lifetime.”

G “I love running,” Habtewold said.

H He wants to be a state champion in his
first year in the sport. . . .

J Habtewold, who is 5-foot-4 and 
115 pounds, has lofty goals.

19 The reader can tell that Jon Davidson
encouraged Addis to begin running with his
group after the cross-country season 
because —

A he thought it would get Addis in better
shape to play soccer

B Addis would not make the team if he did
not practice during the off-season

C he hoped Addis would join the cross-
country team during his sophomore year

D Addis could teach running techniques to
the others in the group

18 Paragraphs 14 through 16 are mainly 
about —

F Addis, Miti, and Eyob becoming orphans
in Addis Ababa

G Addis and his new family coming to live in
the United States

H Jerusalem Lothschutz marrying Jim
Lothschutz

J the siblings enrolling in schools near
Grand Rapids
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25 From Patty McCormick’s comments, the
reader can infer that —

A she respected Addis for the progress he
had made as a student

B Addis could not have passed his classes
without her help

C her help gave Addis an excuse not to do
his homework

D she was assigned to help Addis because he
was a star athlete

24 The selection provides evidence to show 
that —

F Jon Davidson expected Eyob to become as
strong a runner as Addis

G Addis preferred to be a soccer player
rather than a runner

H Jon Davidson had an important influence
in Addis’s life

J Addis would have pursued long-distance
running if he had stayed in Ethiopia

23 Which line best illustrates Addis’s sense of
humor?

A Since moving to the United States, he has
learned English well enough to earn As
and Bs.

B The only time he ran, he says, was when
he was late to school.

C But his work ethic and personality most
impress his coach and teammates.

D Addis has attacked his classes in the same
manner in which he trains.

22 In paragraph 16, the words “touch American
soil” mean to —

F become a U.S. citizen

G run with a track team

H build a new home

J arrive in the United States

21 The setting is significant in this selection
because —

A cross-country running is not a popular
sport in Grand Rapids

B Addis had to compete in an environment
whose culture is new to him

C Addis had to pursue his goal in an unruly
and impoverished school

D the rugged terrain made long-distance
running especially challenging
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27 The author develops the selection mainly 
by —

A writing a first-person narrative from
Addis’s point of view

B organizing the information into sections to
describe aspects of Addis’s life

C comparing Addis’s daily life in Ethiopia
with his daily life in the United States

D describing several important events in
modern-day Ethiopia

26 The author’s attitude toward Addis can best
be described as —

F amused

G dismissive

H admiring

J unsympathetic
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Use “The Marble Champ” and “Fast-Forward” (pp. 4–11) 
to answer questions 28–30.

30 Unlike Lupe in “The Marble Champ,” Addis in
“Fast-Forward” —

F never complains about the difficulty of
staying committed to his goal

G does not intend to pursue his sport after
graduating from high school

H is never described as uncertain about his
athletic ability

J is aware of the stress that training can
put on his body

29 The main characters in both selections —

A are immigrants to the United States

B diligently train to achieve a goal

C do not recognize their gifts until someone
else points them out

D fail to gain recognition for their
achievements

28 Both selections explore the themes of —

F sportsmanship and character

G self-sacrifice and defeat

H cultural acceptance and heritage

J pride and arrogance



Page 20 GO ON

Use the visual representation on page 12 
to answer questions 31–33.

33 At whom is the advertisement aimed?

A Parents

B College students

C Toddlers

D Managers of toy stores

32 The main purpose of the Obstacle Course is 
to —

F recreate the excitement of race-car driving

G entertain children while their parents are
away

H teach children problem-solving strategies

J explain the classic game of darts

31 The children in the photograph are included to
show that —

A the game is fun

B stairs are dangerous

C only four people can play

D the game is fast paced
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DIRECTIONS

Answer the following questions in the space provided on the answer document.

BE SURE YOU HAVE WRITTEN YOUR ANSWERS 

ON THE ANSWER DOCUMENT.

36 How do Lupe in “The Marble Champ” and Addis in “Fast-Forward” show their determination? Support
your answer with evidence from both selections.

35 In “Fast-Forward,” what was the biggest challenge that Addis had to overcome? Explain your answer
and support it with evidence from the selection.

34 In “The Marble Champ,” why do you think Lupe is so determined to win? Support your answer with
evidence from the selection.




